
Presentation of the Offering**
**An offering collection plate is placed at the entrance of the sanctuary and will not
be passed during worship.**

*Invitation to the Offering
One: The gifts of God come generously and abundantly. We hold, nurture,
and amplify them as they are entrusted to our care. We respond faithfully by
sharing them for the good of community and creation. In this act of faith
and trust, we transform our resources of time, talent, and finances into the
good news in the world.
*Hymn: “Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow” (The Hymnal #551)
*Dedication Prayer
All: We give you thanks, O God, for the abundance of the gifts you have
planted in us as seeds that we may share in bloom. May these offerings be
received and magnified for your glory.

Closing and Blessing
*Closing Hymn: “How Great Thou Art” (In the back of The Hymnal)
*Benediction and Blessing1

*Ringing of the Church Bell
*Please to stand if able

Save the Date – Upcoming Events
Wednesdays - Bongards Market - 3pm to 6pm
Thursdays - Bible Fellowship - 6pm in Fellowship Hall
Jun. 20th - Consistory Team Meeting - 6pm via ZOOM
Jun. 26th - Worship in the ‘Son’shine - 10am followed by
potluck picnic (sign-up in the Narthex)
July 3rd - Vacation Sunday - No service
July 17th - Pastor Scott’s Installation Service - 2pm
followed by Ice Cream Social

Aug. 14th - St. John’s Got Talent - 915am followed by pie social
Scan the QR code to head over to our website for a full calendar of

services, events, announcements and more!

Announcements and Messages for the Community
For Pastoral Care. Please contact Pastor Scott at 804-350-0826 or email
pastorsjuccbongards@gmail.com.  (Vacation: June 30th - July 12th)

1 Liturgy adapted from
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-2c-june-19/

Welcome to St. John’s United Church of Christ
Thank you for worshiping with us.  We are so glad that you are here!

Rev. Scott Siefert| Organist: Penny Rolf
June 19, 2022 - Second Sunday After Pentecost

“Education” by Louis Comfort in Linsly-Chittenden Hall, Yale University

Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 42)
One: As a deer longs for flowing streams
All: So my soul longs for you, O God
One: My soul thirsts for God
All: For the living God
One: By day the Lord commands his steadfast love
All: And at night his song is with me
One: Hope in God
All: I shall praise him, my help and my God. The Holy One is with us.

*Opening Hymn: “When Peace, Like a River (It is Well with My Soul” (New
Century Hymnal #438)
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Prayer of Invocation
One: Holy God, we hear you calling us to gather and to hope in your name.
Ignite sacred courage in us to proclaim the good news. Inspire a vision of a
gracious, beloved, and empowered community and participate in your
creative work in our time.
All: Renew our hope for humanity so that we might rejoice.
Prayer of Confession
One: Holy and Gracious God, fear seeks to be our constant companion. It
stifles us with its overwhelming presence and prolific imagination. Fear
surrounds us and blocks our vision and your path. Fear keeps us from picking
up our cross as much as it suppresses our joy in you. Fear invites us to
believe the easy lie rather than confronting hard truths necessary for your
kingdom to come. Too often, we cast off your perfect love in favor of
insidious fear.
All: Forgive us for choosing fear when we could have you, your presence,
and your way as our companion on our journey. Empower us to reject fear
and all that fall complicit in dampening your truth.

–Time of Silent Confession-
Assurance of Pardon
One: The apostle Paul reminds us that “We have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace
in which we stand.” New life awaits as “hope does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us.” Receive grace, embrace transformation, and
enter the newness of life in Christ.
First Scripture Reading: Galatians 3:23-29 23Now before faith came, we were
imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed.
24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer
subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God
through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring,
heirs according to the promise.
Second Scripture Reading: Luke 8:26-39 26Then they arrived at the country
of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a
man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no
clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw

Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What
have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not
torment me”— 29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out
of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be
driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your
name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31They
begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 32Now there on the
hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to
let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came
out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep
bank into the lake and was drowned. 34When the swineherds saw what had
happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. 35Then
people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus,
they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of
Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had
seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had
been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear.
So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man from whom the demons
had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away,
saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for
you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had
done for him.

Children’s Message
Pastoral Meditation: “Sitting at the Feet of Jesus”
Hymn of Response: “In Christ There Is No East or West” (The Hymnal #395)

Prayers and Concerns
Joys – Concerns – Blessings
Please share any special concerns, joys, and blessings.
Silent Prayer – Pastoral Prayer – Lord’s Prayer
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom
come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever.  AMEN.


