
Save the Date – Upcoming Events
Thursdays - Bible Fellowship - 6pm via ZOOM
TODAY - Fellowship and Coffee following worship
May 21st - Feed My Starving Children All Ages Service
Activity - 9am at FMSC in Chanhassen
May 22nd - Photo Day following worship
May 25th - Bongards Market Meeting - 6pm via ZOOM
Jun. 1st - Bongards Market Opening Day - 3pm to 6pm
Jun. 5th - Pentecost - “Wear red” - coffee and fellowship
following worship

Jun. 12th - Graduates Sunday at 915am
Scan the QR code to head over to our website for a full calendar of

services, events, announcements and more!

Announcements and Messages for the Community
God’s Blessing to Serena on her baptism! We welcome Serena Peltonen
into our St. John’s family.

Bongards Market Helpers Needed. A variety of opportunities for all abilities
are available. This is our 10th season - Be part of the fun! Wednesdays,
June to September. You pick dates/times that fit your schedule. Contact
Vicki Moteelall at 612-710-0508.

Looking for a church family? If you have been led to St. John’s looking to be
more than a visitor, we welcome you openly to our family and would love an
opportunity to chat.  Contact Pastor Scott.

Share. Grow. Shine! Make sure you write ways you’ve shared your faith or
grown your faith this week on a card and place it in the offering plate to be
collected and celebrated. Fill our collective lantern and shine St. John’s light!

The Word To Go: Find Sunday morning worship services on our YouTube
channel, St. John’s UCC-Bongards. Worship will also be live-streamed on
Facebook, when available.

For Pastoral Care. Please contact Pastor Scott at 804-350-0826 or email
pastorsjuccbongards@gmail.com.

SJUCC – PO Box 124 - 12984 County Rd. 51 - Norwood-Young America, MN 55368
ph. 952-466-2080 | stjohnsuccnya.org

Welcome to St. John’s United Church of Christ
Thank you for worshiping with us.  We are so glad that you are here!

Rev. Scott Siefert | Organist: Penny Rolf
May 15, 2022

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Credit:  “Orchard in Spring” by Alfred Sisley

Organ Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Call to Worship
(Inspired by Psalm 148)
One: Celebrate Our God, from the plains to the mountains!
All: Celebrate our God, from the waters to the hills.
One: Sing to our God who designed creation.
All: Fill the air with the song to the One who painted the world with love.
One: Let us praise our God, the author of grace.
All: Let us worship our God, the composer of joy.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpApf5cYEUr2-b7i7Wuj4_w
mailto:pastorsjuccbongards@gmail.com


*Opening Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” (The Hymnal #1)

Prayer of Invocation
One: Spirit of joy, basing in your presence, we dance to the knowledge that
your presence dwells within us. We celebrate your name, your grace, your
love in this space with our brothers and sisters. We proclaim our excitement
that we, together, can glory your name through sharing your love.
All: May this minute be the start of a new chapter of our love for you and
our love for our neighbors. Amen.

Prayer of Confession
One: God of awe and harmony, we are given the great commandment to
love one another the way you, the Christ, the Spirit loves us. And yet, the
way we love becomes conditional. What events have distorted our view of
Divine Love? How can we return to a simple but radical way of loving?
All: Transform our hearts as we work to understand one another, creating
an earth which reflects God’s heaven. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
One: The Spirit of God heals our hearts, blessing us with the grace of God
who works to transform our world into a realm of peace and joy.

Scripture Lesson and Message
Scripture Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 (NRSV)
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city,
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as
their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he
will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5And
the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.”
Message to the Children

Pastoral Meditation: “New Heaven and New Earth”

Sacrament of Baptism
(Please follow along on the baptism insert)

Prayers and Concerns
Joys – Concerns – Blessings
Please share any special concerns, joys, and blessings.
Silent Prayer – Pastoral Prayer – Lord’s Prayer
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom
come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever.  AMEN.

Presentation of the Offering**
*Invitation to the Offering
One: We have the tools we need to love one another. Through our talents,
treasures, and time, we can create God’s realm here on earth. Our
contributions - no matter the size - will craft a world which reflects God’s
love.
*Hymn: “Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow” (The Hymnal #551)
*Dedication Prayer (in unison)
All: Holy God, we glorify you by sharing our gifts of love with this
community. We celebrate your presence by caring for your creation. May
these offerings today nourish a world craving more love, peace, justice,
and hope. Amen.

Closing and Blessing
*Closing Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” (The Hymnal #322)
*Benediction and Blessing1

*Ringing of the Church Bell
Organ Postlude
*Please to stand if able
**An offering collection plate is placed at the entrance of the sanctuary and
will not be passed during worship.

1https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-5c-may-15-2022/



Sacrament of Baptism
We welcome Ashley and Cody

Peltonen who present their daughter
Serena for Baptism with the support

of Godparents, Renee and Sean
Siegle and Krista Peltonen and Ricky

Fogarty.

Invitation and Welcome
One: Dear friends, as we come to this
font of living water, let us recall the
meaning of baptism. For just as the

body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many are one body, so it is with Christ.
All: For by one Spirit we are baptized into one body and all were made to
drink of one Spirit.

Address
One: Jesus came to John to be baptized. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he
came up out of the water. Then heaven opened up to him, and he saw the
Spirit of God coming down like a dove and lighting on him.
All: Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my dear Son, with whom I am
well pleased”
One: The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of
God. Inasmuch as the promise of the gospel is not only to us but also to our
children, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their
acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, into the sign and seal of their
participation in God’s forgiveness, and the beginning of their growth into full
Christian faith and fellowship.
All: This is the water of baptism. Out of the water we rise with new life,
and one in Christ, members of Christ’s body.

Questions of the Parents and Godparents

Promises of the Congregation
One: Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them
the gift of grace and baptism. Do you witness and celebrate this sacrament,
promise your love, support, and care to Serena as she lives and grows in
Christ?

Congregation: We promise our love, support, and care.
One: To the best of your ability, will you provide them with a strong Christian
education and youth program in this church where they can grow in
Christian faith and service?
Congregation: We will, with the help of God.
One: Will you personally, by word and deed, be a good example to them of
Christ’s love?
Congregation: We will, with the help of God.
One: Will you offer and support Beth and Jeff as they seek to fulfill their
duties as Christian parents?
Congregation: We will, with the help of God.

Affirmation of Faith
One: Let us unite with the church of all times and places in confessing our
faith in the triune God. Do you believe in God?
All: I believe in God.
One: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
All: I believe in Jesus Christ.
One: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
All: I believe in the Holy Spirit.
Pouring and Blessing of the Water

Act of Baptism
[Spoken as the water is sprinkled on the ones being baptized]
One: I baptize Serena in the name of the Father, in the name of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Hymn of Praise: “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” (New Century Hymnal
#325)

Prayer for the Baptized

Presentation of the Newly Baptized and Blessing
[Presentation of Serena to the Congregation]
One: Go in the peace of Christ
All: Thanks be to God.


