
Save the Date – Upcoming Events
Apr. 24th - Traditional Worship at 915am followed by

Fellowship and Coffee

April 28th - ‘Bee’ One in the Spirit Bible study - 6pm via

ZOOM

May 1st - Spring Cleaning Sunday following Worship

May 9th - Consistory Team meeting - 6pm via ZOOM

May 15th - Traditional Worship at 915am followed by

Fellowship and Coffee

May 21st - Feed My Starving Children All Ages Service Activity - 9am

May 25th - Bongards Market Planning Meeting - 6pm via ZOOM

Scan the QR code to head over to our website for a full calendar of services,
events, announcements and more!

Announcements and Messages for the Community
God’s Blessing to Avery and Kenna on their baptisms! We welcome Avery
and Kenna Tischleder into our St. John’s family.

Bongards Market Helpers Needed. A variety of opportunities for all abilities
are available. This is our 10th season - Be part of the fun! Wednesdays, June
to September. You pick dates/times that fit your schedule. Contact Vicki
Moteelall at 612-710-0508.

Looking for a church family? If you have been led to St. John’s looking to be
more than a visitor, we welcome you openly to our family and would love an
opportunity to chat.  Contact Pastor Scott.

The Word To Go: Find Sunday morning worship services on our YouTube
channel, St. John’s UCC-Bongards. Worship will also be live-streamed on
Facebook, when available.

For Pastoral Care. Please contact Pastor Scott at 804-350-0826 or email
pastorsjuccbongards@gmail.com.

SJUCC – PO Box 124 - 12984 County Rd. 51 - Norwod-Young America, MN 55368
ph. 952-466-2080 | stjohnsuccnya.org

Welcome to St. John’s United Church of Christ
Thank you for worshiping with us.  We are so glad that you are here!

Rev. Scott Siefert | Organist: Penny Rolf
April 24, 2022

Second Sunday of Easter

Organ Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Announcements

Call to Worship
One: At the beginning of the day, at the beginning of the week, the faithful yet
fearful people gathered together. It was then that the Spirit of God came
among them.
All: Peace be with you.
One: Their hearts skipped a beat as they double checked that the lock on the
front door was still latched. So the Presence of God spoke a little louder.
All: Peace be with you.
One: They looked around at each other, puzzled, amazed, befuddled, and
bewildered. Some smiled. Some doubted. Some wondered if it was just too
magical sounding or too good to be true. So Christ showed them that his own
scars were not the end of the story and that is when the words of God began
to feel joyous.
All: Peace be with you.
One: From that day on, the people of God repeated the words to one another
when they gathered. From one generation to the next, they exchanged the
words as a greeting to one another to remember that Holy interruption of
fear:
All: Peace be with you.1

*Opening Hymn: “When Peace, Live a River (It is Well with My Soul)” (New
Century Hymnal #438)

1 https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-2-april-11/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpApf5cYEUr2-b7i7Wuj4_w
mailto:pastorsjuccbongards@gmail.com


Prayer of Invocation
One: God of the visible and invisible, we gaze upon roads ahead knowing that
you are ahead of us. We seek your presence when the fog is heavy and our
hearts are hurting. In the moments of the haze, clear the path before us. In
the moments of clarity, show your face to us. Allow us to hear your voice in
the depths of night as we search for your presence and call. AMEN.

Prayer of Confession
One: Holy One, our confession won’t be news to you, but maybe if we allow it
to be spoken aloud, You can help us find a way forward. We have doubts. We
are not talking about just the doubts like Thomas. We long to see You, to
touch You, and truly know You. Our doubts may feel different. We doubt that
the peace that you offer is really possible because our own minds are a mess
of thoughts.
All: We doubt that new life is possible because the wounds we bear are still
overwhelming.
One: We doubt that You really intended to call us when You called the
disciples to be of service in creating a new way of being in the world.
All: We hear the age-old stories, but we are filled with doubts about
ourselves, and if we are honest, doubts about your Holy possibilities. Holy
One, in these moments of stillness, hear our doubts and settle our hearts,
souls, and minds.

–Time of Silent Confession-

Assurance of Pardon
One: In the midst of the disciples' doubts and worries, in the midst of their
fear, the Spirit of God came among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Beloved people of God, hear the holy invitation of grace offered to every
generation. Peace be with you. You are God’s beloved not because of what
you have done or not done. You are God’s beloved because of who you are,
and who you are is a people called and gifted to be a presence of peace and
love in this world. Your shortcomings are forgiven. Grace abounds. God calls to
you. Peace be with you.

Scripture Lesson and Message
First Scripture Reading: John 14:27-29
Scripture Reading: John 20:19-31
Message to the Children
Pastoral Meditation: “Peace be with you”

Hymn of Response: “Peace I Leave with You, My Friends” (The New Century
Hymnal #249)

Sacrament of Baptism
(Please follow along on the baptism insert)

Prayers and Concerns
Joys – Concerns – Blessings
Please share any special concerns, joys, and blessings.
Silent Prayer – Pastoral Prayer – Lord’s Prayer
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom
come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever.  AMEN.

Presentation of the Offering**
*Invitation to the Offering
One: We hold many gifts in our hearts and minds. As we sense your presence
around us, may we discern ways to use our talents and treasures for the
health of your realm. Holy God of light, even when our surroundings are dim,
you shine around us. Even in the long nights of discernment and wonder, you
make your presence known, calling us to use our first to enhance this world.
*Hymn: “Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow” (The Hymnal #551)
*Dedication Prayer (in unison)
All: May the gifts we share this day, and each day,  create a church of grace
and a community of love. AMEN.

Closing and Blessing
*Closing Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (The Hymnal #272)
*Benediction and Blessing2

*Ringing of the Church Bell
Organ Postlude

*Please to stand if able
**An offering collection plate is placed at the entrance of the sanctuary and
will not be passed during worship.

2 Parts of the service were adapted using
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-2c-april24/



Sacrament of Baptism
We welcome Beth and Jeff Tischleder

who present their daughters Avery and
Kenna for Baptism with the support of
Avery’s Godparents, Katie Schrempp

and Jake Carlson, and Kenna’s
Godparents, Rayna and Neil Mellgren.

Invitation and Welcome
One: Dear friends, as we come to this
font of living water, let us recall the

meaning of baptism. For just as the body is one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many are one body, so it is with Christ.
All: For by one Spirit we are baptized into one body and all were made to
drink of one Spirit.

Address
One: Jesus came to John to be baptized. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he
came up out of the water. Then heaven opened up to him, and he saw the
Spirit of God coming down like a dove and lighting on him.
All: Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my dear Son, with whom I am
well pleased”
One: The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of
God. Inasmuch as the promise of the gospel is not only to us but also to our
children, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their
acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, into the sign and seal of their
participation in God’s forgiveness, and the beginning of their growth into full
Christian faith and fellowship.
All: This is the water of baptism. Out of the water we rise with new life, and
one in Christ, members of Christ’s body.

Questions of the Parents and Godparents

Promises of the Congregation
One: Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the
gift of grace and baptism. Do you witness and celebrate this sacrament,
promise your love, support, and care to Avery and Kenna as they live and grow
in Christ?
Congregation: We promise our love, support, and care.

One: To the best of your ability, will you provide them with a strong Christian
education and youth program in this church where they can grow in Christian
faith and service?
Congregation: We will, with the help of God.
One: Will you personally, by word and deed, be a good example to them of
Christ’s love?
Congregation: We will, with the help of God.
One: Will you offer and support Beth and Jeff as they seek to fulfill their duties
as Christian parents?
Congregation: We will, with the help of God.

Affirmation of Faith
One: Let us unite with the church of all times and places in confessing our
faith in the triune God. Do you believe in God?
All: I believe in God.
One: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
All: I believe in Jesus Christ.
One: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
All: I believe in the Holy Spirit.

Pouring and Blessing of the Water

Act of Baptism
[Spoken as the water is sprinkled on the ones being baptized]
One: I baptize Avery in the name of the Father, in the name of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
I baptize Kenna in the name of the Father, in the name of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Hymn of Praise: “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” (New Century Hymnal
#325)

Prayer for the Baptized

Presentation of the Newly Baptized and Blessing
[Presentation of Avery and Kenna to the Congregation]
One: Go in the peace of Christ
All: Thanks be to God.


